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on what it is pleased to call " eugenic " lines, and
after achieving the compulsory seclusion of any
persons whom certain officials choose to seclude
for their natural lives we shall no doubt arrive
at a possibly more humane regimen of compulsory
sterilisation. This vital question represents more
tragically than any of my previous examples the
muddle of Christian morals and the liberty that
exists for the rich to the exclusion of the poor,
although it may well be doubted whether the rich
will cease to exist as such in years to come, in
which case all men will suffer a common tyranny.
Hitherto, however, the rich have enjoyed com-
plete liberty as to the education of their children
even to the extent of not educating them at all,
and they can of course exercise a parental authority
within far wider limits than the poor and treat both
their legitimate and illegitimate children as they
please.

There is, however, a reasonable compromise
possible as between ancient and modern ideas of the
family, and however useless the undertaking may
appear, I propose in this chapter to try and indicate
how the modern State might establish ths best and
most stable equilibrium as between itself and the
family group. For this purpose we must necessarily
begin with the whole problem of marriage and
divorce. I have hitherto abstained from writing
any large treatise on this subject; although I have
given up the last twelve years of my life to studying
it. This is because I cannot see of what use it is to
write at all exhaustively about divorce law reform
unless there is some sentiment of liberty to appeal